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JUNE 2020 

Dear Faculty, Staff, Parents, Guardians, Community Members, and Students: 
 

It is hard to believe that it is now June.  Each year goes by quickly but, we normally have more to discuss and celebrate at this 
time of year.  Unfortunately, this year will be remembered for many reasons.  Unfortunately, much of the latter half of this 
year has been disappointing.  However, I don’t want anyone to remember this year as a disappointment. 
 

In spite of the COVID pandemic, there has been, and there is still yet, much to celebrate!!  With each day, we get closer to ac-
knowledging and congratulating our graduating seniors.  The sixth grade students will be “moving up” and the Kindergarteners 
will be receiving their “diplomas” soon.  
 

While this time has been extremely stressful for everyone, each of us has found a new routine for coping with each day’s    
unknowns.  We are persevering with our educational objectives and the entire JT community is remaining strong throughout 
this entire ordeal.  New York State and Steuben County are starting to reopen just in time for summer and we have great hope 
for everything returning to “normal” before school is scheduled to start in the fall. 
 

We know that summer school options can only operate in a virtual space as we have since March 18.  Due to the pandemic, 
we won’t be able to offer our summer reading program with Canisteo-Greenwood this year as we have in the past.  We are 
currently reviewing the possibility of offering a summer reading program ourselves at this time.  If we decide to move forward 
with this possibility, we will share information with everyone soon. 
 

As a reminder, the annual school district budget vote is approaching and everyone should have received their absentee ballots 
in the mail by now.  If you have not, please contact Mrs. Melinda Morgan at 607-792-3675 as soon as possible.  By Governor’s 
orders, we cannot accept any absentee voting ballots after 5:00 pm on June 9. 
 

As we approach the final days of this school year, I want to share when those exact days will occur.  I had postponed announc-
ing the dates previously out of fear that they might change for reasons beyond our control due to the changes to the original 
academic calendar created by the pandemic and the Governor’s Orders.  At this time, it looks as though issues have somewhat 
settled alleviating some of my fears.  The last day of new instruction for students K-12 will be June 12.  Students must abide 
by the due dates set by their teachers for all assignments throughout the remainder of this school year.  We have had some 
difficulty receiving assignments back from some students.  All assignments will be graded and factored into each student’s 
final average for the fourth quarter and for the final overall average.  The state may have cancelled Regents exams for this 
year but, it did not cancel the remainder of the school year or the expectation that each student must make appropriate 
academic progress toward completing each grade’s or course’s requirements for passage.  No work will be accepted after its 
due date without the permission of the corresponding teacher(s).  The last day of scheduled work for faculty and staff is 
June 18.   
 

Here is to hoping that the pandemic ends soon.  Stay healthy and safe. 
 

Warm regards, 

 

Michael A. Mead 

Superintendent of Schools 

Jasper-Troupsburg CSD 
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Distance Learning at Jasper-Troupsburg Elementary 

The mission statement of the elementary building is “Fostering Growth in an Uplifting Environment.”  Transitioning to distance 

learning has provided our teachers with the challenge of striving to meet this mission in a unique and unexpected way.  I could 

not be more proud of the work that has gone into maintaining high levels of student growth, not to mention the amount of 

professional growth that has resulted from the seven hours of webinars our teachers attended prior to moving to an online 

format. 

Throughout this time away from the building, our teachers have been using the Nearpod platform to create lessons for their 

students.  Using Nearpod allows teachers to utilize videos and voice-overs so that our elementary children still have access to 

seeing and hearing their own teachers providing instruction.  Another feature of Nearpod that has added to the success of dis-

tance learning is that students are able to respond to questions directly in the program.  This eliminates the need for exchang-

ing paper packets, and allows the teachers to see what the students have done immediately. 

Because each Nearpod lesson is accessed through a specific code, a system for delivering codes to families was created with 

the intention of helping students organize their assignments and plan the for the upcoming week.  Every Friday at 5:00 pm, a 

document showing the codes for each classroom is emailed to every elementary family.  The codes are also listed on the JT PIE 

Facebook page.   This predictable system allows families to have a full seven-day week to complete the five days of lessons that 

teachers created.  Weekly, students complete four to five math, ELA, and science/social studies lessons as well as one library, 

PE, and music lesson. 

Feedback to every family has been in the form of emailed individual weekly grade reports, along with individual phone calls and 

emails when students need extra assistance.  Teachers have also hosted Zoom meetings with parents where students can 

attend with the adults so that they can see their classmates and enjoy catching up.  While the lessons and grade reports con-

tribute to “fostering growth,” our efforts to create an “uplifting environment” are seen in these interactions. 

For students without internet connectivity at home, Nearpod lessons are printed and delivered to homes by our transportation 

department.  This feature of Nearpod allows students to have equal access to the same material, regardless of whether it is 

through the district issued iPad/laptop or on paper.   

While the last three months have not been the way that any of us prefer to “do school,” I can say with confidence that our 

teachers have continued to focus on fostering growth and have truly gone the extra mile to give the best of themselves to their 

students.  I would also like to extend my sincere gratitude to Mike Porter and Tim Beecher, our district technology support 

team members, who prepared and cataloged the devices that were distributed to all students and who have assisted students, 

parents, and teachers on a daily basis as technology issues arose.  It goes without saying, that the level of parent support that 

has been needed at home has been immense.  On behalf of everyone at the elementary building, thank you to the parents, 

grandparents, and caregivers who have helped students with entering codes, understanding information, and of course…with 

making sure they push submit.   

As always, if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me through phone or email.  Likewise, shared stories of 

joy and success will add to the uplifting environment of the elementary building, and I am more than happy to pass those along 

to the rest of the faculty and staff.   

Stay well, 

LeeAnne Jordan 

ljordan@jtcsd.org 
607 525-6301 

mailto:ljordan@jtcsd.org
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Distance Learning at the Jasper – Troupsburg Jr./Sr. High School 

When the school district was notified by Governor Andrew Cuomo that we would be socially distancing ourselves and 

schools would be switching to remote learning, the Administrative Team for the School District had many conversations of 

what that would look like.   

I asked our high school staff to consider several different platforms to continue educating our students.  With that in mind, 

we went from emailing documents to our students and also printing off “hard copies” of those assignments for students 

who didn’t have internet access or technology at home.  

As time allowed, many of teachers have transitioned to using the Microsoft Teams platform to disburse the instruction and 

assignments to the students.  Microsoft Teams has allowed our teachers to create individual classes and share their in-

struction and assignments with each class.  There is a chat feature in Teams that allows the teachers and students to inter-

act with each other in real time through text.  Instructional Videos, Word Documents, PowerPoints, and many other Office 

Applications are able to be shared with the students.  

An application that is associated with Microsoft Teams called Forms, allows teachers to send assessments to the students.  

Once a student has completed the assessment, they can receive immediate feedback regarding their performance.   

Microsoft Teams also allows the teachers to video conference with an entire class or with individual students.  Teachers 

use this feature to provide direct instruction or remediation as students need assistance.  

Our high school teachers post their assignments weekly and then touch base and engage our students throughout the 

week.  For those students who do not have the internet connections, their materials are printed every Monday, packaged 

for distribution for our Transportation Department and delivered on Tuesdays.   

This process has been a learning curve for everyone, however, our students and teachers have risen to the occasion.  I 

would like to thank our Technical Support Team who worked to free up laptops for students who need a device to work on 

at home.  Any student who needed a device, we worked with the family to get the technology in their hands.   

Thank you also goes out to our Transportation Department for their assistance on a weekly basis.  Our teaching staff, 

teacher aides and office staff likewise keep this process going smoothly and I am thankful for their efforts. 

If you have any questions you would like to discuss, please reach out through email (cparker@jtcsd.org) or via phone at 
792-3690; I would be happy to talk with you.  Thank you for your understanding as we have worked through the transition 
from in person schooling to online learning at home.  As we finish out the school year, continue the hard work and we will 
see you soon. 
 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Parker  

The district is also working on a Class of 2020 Senior Edition of the 

newsletter.  This will be mailed out and put on the district website in 

the coming weeks. 

mailto:cparker@jtcds.org
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Important Dates for Fall 2020 Sports 

    

Early August: Physicals with School Physician:   

(must call Barb Leach, HS Nurse, for an appointment) 

 

August 24, 2020: First day of Varsity Soccer and Varsity Cross Country practices 

   (scrimmages and games start week of August 31) 

 

ImPACT testing for all athletes in grades 7 & 10 and first time and new-to-district athletes   

 

August 31, 2020: First Day of Modified Soccer and Modified Cross Country practices 

   (contests start week of September 8) 

 

September 26, 2020: Homecoming Day 

 

Remember to check dates/times regularly at the link from the district home page www.jtcsd.org  


